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Abstract

The issue of antiquity of Tabriz has always been one of the ambiguities of the history; until recently, the most ancient
reliable document that indicated the ancient life in this region was an inscription from Sargon Il the King of Ashur
belonging to the year 714 B.C.; but the accidental discovery of Tabriz lron Age region during excavation for
construction of trade complex near the year 1376 Solar Hijri calendar (1997 Gregorian calendar) manifested much more
antiquity of this city, because the discovered artifacts from this region indicated a modern civilization in 1500 years
B.C. that is about 3500 years ago. But the issue that exists is that Tabriz is located in a region in North-west of Iran that
due to natural richness such as existence of hot springs around two Sahand and Sabalan volcanoes and discovery of
several ancient sites in most of its regions, it is famous as one of the ancient centers of human life. On the other hand,
the existence of river has always been a significant factor in appearance of human settlements in a way that the
appearance of great and famous ancient civilizations such as Egypt and Mesopotamia has been beside the great rivers
and fertile areas such as river valleys. So, considering the proximity of the ancient site of Iron Age to Mehran River, the
role of this river in appearance of residence in this region cannot be ignored. Hence, location of Tabriz in ancient region
of Azerbaijan and the position of this region in Tabriz with regard to the proximity to Mehran River were the factors
that led the mind toward the hypothesis of existence of civilizations before Iron Age in the site of Tabriz Iron Age. So,
the purpose of this research is to answer the question that if there can be an antiquity more than 3500 years —before Iron
Age- for Tabriz or not. In this research that has been done with interpretation-historical research method, it was found
that the first reason in the probability of existence of more ancient civilizations is the discovery of artifacts from the
Bronze Age that proposes an antiquity probability more that 3500 years for this region. The second reason that
highlights this probability is the burial state in some tombs having bronze objects that indicates two different burial
periods; and the third reason that strengthens the civilizations before the Iron Age is the similarity in burial method and
the artifacts discovered in this area and the historical area of Yanig Tapa in a 31 km distance of South-west of Tabriz
that has a civilization antiquity belonging to 6000 years B.C. So, considering these evidences, the existence of
civilizations before Iron Age in this ancient site is not unexpected.
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