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The role of commercials competition in the development of
Safavid pottery
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Abstract:

Since the /6 th century, especially during the reign of Shah Abbas I, there was a
revolution in social and governmental system of Iran which led to huge changes in
economical and social structure and developed commercial and cultural exchanges.
These changes affected the arts of that period (e.g. pottery) deeply. Two major areas
which affected Safavid pottery were Chinese pottery and Ottoman Iznik pottery. For
instance, Chinese pottery works that were widely imported into Iran’s market resulted in
the production of blue-white ceramics and celadon pottery in Iran. Research topics of this
study through a descriptive-analytic perspective are: outlining Safavid pottery business,
identifying the impact of this business on changes in techniques, forms, functions and
colors of Safavid pottery and their effects on the changing state of pottery in Iran.
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