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The Study of Similarities and Differences between Safavid and
Ottoman Scrapbooks

Mehrangiz Moradi

Department of litreture, Bandar Abass University

Abstract

Scrapbooks are among artistic creations and written documents that provide
understanding of historical and artistic aspects of two countries Iran and Turkey.This
paper tries to shed new light on similarities and differences between the scrapbooks of
these two countries by using archival documents, library research.This paper explores
historical background, supportive contexts of this art by the kings, particularities of these
scrapbooks in various design, shape, content and creators. As a result of dwindling
support of Safavid kings as well as migration of artists to the Ottoman territory, Iranian
scrapbook-making flourished and transformed gradually in Turkey. The major difference
is that in the Iranian scrapbook the spine is vertical and the texts include quatrain and
Chalipai couplet, whereas in the Turkish scrapbooks spines are horizontal and the texts
comprise of hadiiths, poetry, and prayers.
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