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Abstract

The earthquake of Sarpol Zahab of October 12, 2017 was another one in the series of strong
quakes that occurs somewhere in Iran every few years. It certainly will not be the last one.
One of the aims of anniversary programs is to remind the engineers and researchers of their
important role in trying to improve the safety of buildings by finding permanent solutions to
existing problems, so that people do not have to face such devastating situations.

The first part of this paper consists of some generalities about earthquakes, a passing look at
the history of development of methods for dealing with earthquakes, the progress achieved
and the existing problems requiring attention of researchers and engineers. This in view of the
fact that same types of damages seem to occur in every earthquake in Iran. In the second part,
after a review of the characteristics of the Sarpol Zohab earthquake, a review is made of some
of the lessons learned from the past earthquakes around the world as well as that of Sarpol
Zahab. Finally, some social problems are discussed that dealing with them can improve the
safety of structures to avoid future disasters.
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