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Abstract  

In today’s global world, the importance of Turkish can not be denied and ignored since Turkish is an important language to learn. 

At present, there are between 61 and 73 million people in the world speaking Turkish. It composes about 40% of a total number 

of all Turkish-speaking people and makes Turkish to be the first by the number of speakers among all Turkic languages.  

Turkish itself is spoken predominantly in the Republic of Turkey, of which it is the official language. No statistics are available 

as to how many of Turkey’s population of 70 million have Turkish as their first language. Most of the ethnic minorities have 

undergone considerable (in some cases, total) linguistic assimilation. In the largest ethnic minority, that of the Kurds (which is 

variously estimated to make up between 8 per cent and 20 per cent of the country’s population), a large number of people are 

bilingual. A reasonable estimate would probably be that Turkish is now the first language of 55-60 million of Turkey’s citizens, 

with another few million people speaking it with equal fluency to their native language. 

Because Turkey is situated at the edge of the Middle East, some people think that Turkey is an Arabic country but it is not an 

Arabic country, the language of Turkey is Turkish. Although there is a small Arabic speaking minority in Turkey.  

There are around 75 million native speakers of Turkish that includes 10 to 15 million people in southeastern Europe.  

That's mainly in the part of Turkey that's located in Europe but also as a minority language in the Balkan area. And it includes 60 

to 65 million people in Anatolia 

That's the part of Turkey which is located inside of Asia, 

But there are other languages inside the Turkic language family that have a relatively high degree of mutual intelligibility and 

some people consider those languages to be dialects of Turkish. So, if we include those, the number might be as high as 100 

million people.  

Because Turkey is located partly inside of Europe, you might have thought that Turkish is an Indo-European language or a Slavic 

language.  

And because part of Turkey is located on the edge of the Middle East, you might have thought that Turkish is a Semitic language 

but it is not. 

The Turkish language family is a separate family unto itself.  

The Turkic languages are sometimes thought to be a part of a larger language family called the Altaïc language family which 

includes some other language groups, like the Mongolic language family amongst others but this is not a generally accepted 

theory by linguists.  

It tends to be debated and these days, it seems to be fairly discredited.  

Turkish is a part of the Oghuz branch of the Turkic language family.  

It also includes Azerbaijani which is sometimes called Azeri Turkish, As well as Turkmen as well as some other languages like 

Qashqai which is spoken in some parts of Iran.  

The languages of the Oghuz branch are all mutually intelligible to some extent and these are the languages that are sometimes 

considered to be dialects of Turkish.  

Azeri Turkish is spoken in Azerbaijan as well as parts of Iran, Dagestan and Gorgia and it has 26 million native speakers. 
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