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A B S T R A C T   
One of the contemporary city`s ambition nowadays is to be more comfortable, 

flexible and coeval. Although numerous urban design attempts have appeared to 

enhance the user’s gratification, there are urgent demands to upgrade the classical 

public space to be more agreeable with the necessities of everyday life. Most of the 

urban areas after industry era are zoning based, meanwhile, have been less 

adaptable to daily life conditions economically, environmentally and 

psychologically alike. The zoning based space has a single- activity such as public 

or private, workspace or leisure space, etc., while the urgent demand is to look for 

kind of space, has mixed -activities that give it more richness, diversity, and 

interaction. This type of Heterotopic space has potentials, characteristics, and 

efforts that reconcile the everyday life requirements. On another hand, it could be 

defined, as a smart space, which is more correspondent with technological 

development through applying the digital technologies involved it. Regarding the 

principles of the deconstruction approach in urban studies, predominantly the 

hybrid space is compatible with these principles. Some of the key strategies that are 

sharing in both deconstruction approach and hybrid space concept are the layering 

and the binary oppositions. This paper is an attempt to reframe the principles of 

creating the public space and portrays the features of transforming the zoning based 

area into a hybrid one. In addition, it aims to implement deconstructive approach 

tools as strategies for enhancing user satisfaction in public space. The paper adopts 

a comparative approach that criticizes the zoning theory from different perspectives 

according to numerous situations and it accepts the hybrid space theory as a 

substitutional possibility to deconstruct the typical public space.  
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1. Introduction  
The public space is an essential part of the urban 

morphology; it is the lung of the city. Through 

history, there was a concern about designing the 

activated public space. In the 19th century with 

the development of industry sector, a new 

functional theory of urban planning had 

appeared to recognize and to zone the city 

areas, activities, and economic  

sectors.  Industry impacts and immigration to cities 

during the 20th century provoked the zoning 

approach obsolescence. It became not able to 

compete with the increasingly changing in city 

lifecycle. Thus, public space started aging and 

slowly hibernating. 

 *Corresponding Author:   

Department of interior design, College of  Arts and Letters Cihan 

University, Erbil,  Iraq  

E-mail address: farhan.abdullah@cihanuniversity.edu.iq  

This work is licensed under a 

Creative Commons Attribution      

- NonCommercial -  NoDerivs 4.0. 

"CC-BY-NC-ND" 

 

mailto:farhan.abdullah@cihanuniversity.edu.iq
https://doi.org/10.25034/ijcua.2018.4679
../../AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempState/Downloads/www.ijcua.com
mailto:farhan.abdullah@cihanuniversity.edu.iq
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

